

Dear Editor: 

This week, a number of Warren County residents have questioned why Dr. Preston and I declined the invitation of the Hancock County District Attorney to testify at the Hancock County Grand Jury proceedings last week. The Hancock County Grand Jury was considering whether to bring criminal charges stemming from the assault on Coach David Daniel and selective pepper spraying of Warren County football players following the Warren County/Hancock County football game. These charges might have been brought against members of the Hancock County High School football team, Hancock County school officials, and possibly members of Hancock County law enforcement.

It is no secret that I have long held little confidence in the Hancock County law enforcement community to appropriately investigate the incident and punish the appropriate parties. As I have stated during a voluntary polygraph examination, the investigation of this incident began with the Hancock County Sheriff informing Warren County Vice-Chair Randy Morris and me that he would investigate it "from the Hancock side" or "perspective." It was also clear that he had not begun the investigation several days after the incident concluded, and was explicitly disinterested in Warren County witness statements taken immediately after the event occurred. Although the sheriff had not considered our statements/evidence in this matter, he concluded early on (before the GBI’s investigation)  that his officers acted appropriately in pepper spraying Warren County's students. He also openly opposed our request that the Georgia Bureau of Investigation conduct the investigation; however, following media reports questioning his refusal, he reversed his position and allowed the GBI to investigate.

When the Hancock County District Attorney invited Dr. Preston and me to present to the grand jury, I spoke to the Warren County School District's attorney. He inquired as to whether we were subpoenaed. I indicated that we were not, but were invited to present any information we believed that was relevant to the grand jury's decision. After discussing the possible risks and benefits of our testifying - including the possibility that Dr. Preston and I might be arrested or otherwise detained by Hancock law enforcement, and had no guarantees of our personal safety - I considered the likelihood that the Hancock County Grand Jury would indict anyone from Hancock County. A review of indictments issued against Hancock County residents showed that this possibility was even more remote that I thought. I suggest your readers look into it. Based on a historical pattern of Hancock County Grand Jury indictments, Hancock County may be the most crime-free county in the State of Georgia.

As expected, the Hancock County Grand Jury did not indict anyone for the assault on Coach Daniel, and afterward, there were a number of unusual press conferences. The Hancock County Sheriff openly called me a "liar" and represented that the GBI investigation - which consisted of witness statements from Hancock County and Warren County - suggested that Coach Daniel was hit in the face with a hand, not a helmet, and stated that the Warren County and Hancock County student statements were largely similar. While the District Attorney also suggested that Coach Daniel was hit in the face with a fist, not a helmet, he conceded that the report contained two (2) very different stories from Hancock County and Warren County players. While we do not know what the Grand Jury discussed, press statements suggest that the "hand, not helmet" determination by the Grand Jury was apparently based on the admission of the Hancock County player who hit Coach Daniel and another Hancock County player. It is a conclusion, to say the least, that at least one physician has characterized as "medically, very unlikely" - Coach Daniel's injuries required the reconstruction of much of his face, including installing five (5) metal plates, removing a tear duct, and 188 stitches. He has what can only be described as traumatic brain injuries and continues to see  doctors for rehabilitation/problems and pain several times each week. These statements also suggested that the incident started when a few Warren County players were "hazing" Hancock County players after their loss at Washington-Wilkes the previous week. The grand jury apparently ignored several text messages from a Hancock County coach to a Warren County player that directed profanity toward the player and ominously suggested that the Warren player should not come Sparta unless he wanted to be hurt.

Information we received after the Grand Jury's decision further suggests that Dr. Preston's and my testifying would not have been useful. Within a day of the hearing, the media was reporting that the foreperson of the Hancock County Grand Jury was a Hancock County School District employee. Since that time, other information has come out that suggests that as many as nine (9) members of the Hancock County Grand Jury are either employed by the Hancock County School District or local law enforcement, or have a family member who is. When asked about this, the Hancock County District Attorney did not deny it, but responded that any grand jury members who believe they have a "conflict of interest" have the option of recusing themselves. It does not appear that any did.

Again, as I have long stated, when justice is served in this case, it is unlikely to come from Hancock County. It will likely come from courts and agencies beyond Hancock County. Regarding the Hancock County Sheriff's representations that I lied, I continue to stand by my polygraph examination results. Further, Superintendent Reeves’ statements regarding a “conciliatory” phone call are also false. Again, we can find out who is telling the truth quickly - I am more than willing to submit to a mutually-agreed upon polygraph examination in front of the media and outside of Hancock County if they are. I am certain that Dr. Preston - who has also voluntarily submitted to and passed a polygraph examination - is willing to as well.

In closing, I ask that your readers continue to keep Coach Daniel and his family in your thoughts and prayers. His injuries are significant and ongoing - and were not, in my opinion, caused by a Hancock County football player punching him once or twice in the face.
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